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PENGUIN DIVERSITY:  MASK MAKING ACTIVITY – Teachers’ Notes
Who is it for? 

5-7 years old
How long will it take?
The activity is ideal as a 1 hour session. There is also a true or false quiz extension activity to draw the lesson to a close if required.
Learning outcomes:    Students will learn about penguins as a group, the different species of penguin and how they are adapted to their different habitats.
What do you need? 

· Interactive whiteboard or projector

· Computer to connect to whiteboard or  projector

· ARKive’s Penguin Diversity PowerPoint classroom presentation
· Mask template (1 per child)
· Felt tip pens or colouring pencils (particularly black, yellow and red)
· Scissors
· Sellotape (and/or glue)
· Straws for mask handle
· Pipe cleaners or yellow paper for the feathers on some of the penguins (rock hopper, macaroni and yellow-eyed penguins)
Summary:
This creative activity is designed to teach 5-7 year olds about the concept of penguin diversity and adaptation – the process whereby a species evolves characteristics that enable it to survive in a particular habitat.
Students learn about how different species of penguins are adapted physically and behaviourally to survive in their particular habitat.
Working individually, students are provided with the materials needed to create a mask representing one species of penguin. Time is then given for each student to create their own mask. 
Students then present their masks to the rest of the class, explaining which species they chose.
Preparation guidelines:
1. Download the Penguin Diversity PowerPoint classroom presentation
2. Read through the notes to make sure you understand the differences between the different penguin species.
3. Print out the penguin mask templates, 1 per child (N.B the eye holes can be tricky to cut out so you may want to cut these out prior to distributing the templates to students).
4. It might be helpful to make some example masks for the students to get inspiration and ideas from.

How to run the session:

1. Begin by introducing the concept of penguin adaptation and diversity by working through the Penguin Diversity PowerPoint classroom presentation. 
2. Find out what the students already know about penguins, this makes a good starting point for further discussion.

3. Discuss what physical and behavioural adaptations penguins have evolved to survive in their various habitats. See slide notes on the PowerPoint presentation for further guidance and information.

4. Introduce the Mask Making activity, explaining that the students will be able to pick a penguin species and make a mask to represent the facial features of that species. The final slide in the presentation shows examples of penguin species that can be used as inspiration or a reference point.
Suggestions for extension activities:
· Penguin Quiz – test the students knowledge and recap about penguin diversity through a game of true or false. Students could stand up if they think the answer is true or remain seated if they think the answer is false.  
· If students have internet and computer access, small groups could each research a different penguin species using ARKive (www.arkive.org) and then discuss what they have found with the rest of the class.
· Discuss the potential impacts of environmental factors such as climate change or human activities such as habitat destruction, over-fishing or pollution on particular habitats (such as the Antarctic) and the species that live there (such as the emperor penguin).
