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ARKIVE SCHOOL MUSEUM FOR 7-11 YEAR OLDS - Teachers’ Notes

Who is it for? 
7-11 year olds
How long will it take?  This project is designed to take a minimum of four, one hour classroom sessions but can be extended to incorporate multiple topics.
Learning outcomes:  
Students will learn what an endangered species is and why species become endangered. Students research endangered species and design museum-style exhibits before sharing their learned knowledge with the wider school community, friends and family.
What do you need? 

· ARKive School Museum for 5-11 year olds PowerPoint presentation

· Interactive whiteboard or projector

· Computer to connect to whiteboard
· Various art and craft supplies to create student exhibitions
· Optional: Sizing up Species ARKive teaching resource
· Optional: ARKive School Museum – Summary Worksheet
Summary:

The following series of activities teaches students about endangered species through the creation of interactive museum exhibitions based on key biological concepts. Students must research endangered species and design museum-style exhibits, choosing how to communicate their ideas, which materials they wish to use, and how to present information about endangered species to a broad audience. Students enhance their communication skills by opening the ARKive School Museum to fellow students and the wider community.
Preparation guidelines:

1. Download the ARKive School Museum PowerPoint presentation.
2. Read through these notes to learn how an ARKive School Museum can be used to teach students about endangered species through the creation of their own exhibits.
3. Decide which activities you are going to run with your class and gather the appropriate materials.
4. Identify the best location for the museum in your school whether it’s on your classroom walls or in a larger space such as the hallway or gymnasium and decide on the opening date of the ARKive School Museum.
Session 1: Introducing the ARKive School Museum:

Guide the students through the ARKive School Museum PowerPoint presentation which introduces the topic of endangered species and explains the concept of an ARKive School Museum. Explain that students are going to teach others about endangered species by creating a museum in their school. 
Using the polar bear as an example, guide the students through the process of creating a museum activity from an interesting fact about an endangered species.
Optional activity: If you have time you could run the full Sizing up Species activity to demonstrate the development of a full activity.  
Students then choose an endangered species from ARKive (www.arkive.org) to research and are encouraged to think creatively about exhibit ideas using this research. Creating posters, writing poems, making collages and skits are all great ideas for an ARKive School Museum. Students should come up with a final museum exhibit idea either in the classroom or for homework, in preparation for the next session.
Sessions 2-3: Constructing and installing the ARKive School Museum 
In these sessions, students create and install their exhibits, using the art supplies provided.   
Session 4: Hosting 

Open the ARKive School Museum to the wider school, family, friends and the wider community. Encourage students to share the new knowledge they have about endangered species by guiding people through their exhibits.
*Remember to recycle or reuse as many materials as possible when dismantling the museum.
Optional activity: If appropriate, students can write thank you notes to the VIPs, school administrators, staff, and volunteers who visited the museum. 
Final task: Assessing the success of the ARKive School Museum
Before starting the sessions, assess students’ understanding of endangered species, including what threatens them and what is being done to conserve them. Encourage students to consider their attitude towards endangered species prior to beginning the task. 
At the end of all of the sessions, have the students think about what they learned during the ARKive School Museum. Ask students the same questions that were asked before starting the task to compare how their knowledge, understanding and opinions have changed. Have students reflect on whether they think their exhibit was successful and whether or not they were able to effectively communicate the message they were aiming towards. Discuss with the class the impact of sharing the museum exhibits with the rest of the school/with their families. Have each student identify the different skills they applied during each of the different tasks.
Optional worksheet: Use the ARKive School Museum – Summary Worksheet, which includes sections to be completed before and after the sessions, to assist students with reflecting on their understanding of endangered species, the success of the exhibit and the knowledge/skills they have gained and applied during the ARKive School Museum. 

ARKive partnered with Museum-in-Progress, a Learning Insights initiative, to create the ARKive School Museum.

