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Physics > Big idea PSL: Sound, light and waves > Topic PSL2: How we see 

Progression toolkit: The ‘passive eye’ model of vision 

Learning focus  
Objects are seen when light reflects off them into our eyes. 

      

As students’ 

conceptual 

understanding 

progresses they 

can: 

 

Describe the pupil in an 

eye as a hole that light can 

go through. 

 

Explain how luminous 

objects can be seen when 

light from them enters the 

eye. 

 

Illustrate how non-

luminous objects can be 

seen when light reflects off 

them and enters the eye. 

 

Explain how non-luminous 

objects can be seen when 

sunlight reflects off them 

and into our eyes. 

Apply ideas of how non-

luminous objects are seen 

to interpret new 

phenomena. 

 

      
Diagnostic 

questions 
My eye Seeing the light In the dark Seeing an explanation  

      
Response  

activities 
  How do we see? Laser beam 

   Explaining seeing Seeing theories 

 

Key: 

 
Prior understanding from earlier stages of learning 

 
Bridge to later stages of learning 
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My eye Seeing the light In the dark Seeing an explanation How do we see? 

     

Confidence grid Predict, explain, observe, explain Confidence grid Explanation story Talking heads 

Explaining seeing Laser beam Seeing theories   

   

  

Explanation story Predict, explain, observe, explain Analysing an explanation   

 


