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Biology> Big idea BHD: Health and disease > Topic BHD1: What are health and disease? 

Progression toolkit: Disease 

Learning focus  The good health of organisms can be compromised by infectious and non-infectious diseases, which can be caused by 

germs, lifestyle, environment, or information in the genome. 
      

As students’ 

conceptual 

understanding 

progresses they 

can: 

 

Recall that the good health 

of all organisms can be 

compromised by diseases. 

 

Recall that diseases can be 

caused by germs, lifestyle, 

environment or 

information in the 

genome. 

Distinguish between 

infectious and non-

infectious diseases. 

Explain that medicines, 

including antibiotics, can 

be used to treat the cause 

or symptoms of some 

diseases. 

Apply the idea that some 

factors increase or 

decrease the risk of 

disease. 

      
Diagnostic 

questions 
Only humans? What causes disease? 

Can they catch it? Antibiotics Disease – cause and effect 

Plant diseases Passing it on 

      
Response  

activities 
Plant disease detectives What would happen if…  Antibiotics and resistance  

 

Key: 

 
Prior understanding from earlier stages of learning 

 
Bridge to later stages of learning 
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C O N C E P T U A L   P R O G R E S S I O N  
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Only humans? Plant diseases What causes disease? Passing it on Can they catch it? 

     
Simple multiple choice Two-tier multiple choice Drawing Two-tier multiple choice Two-tier multiple choice 

Antibiotics Disease – cause and effect Plant disease detectives What would happen if… Antibiotics and resistance 

     
Two-tier multiple choice Confidence grid Fieldwork Discussion Challenge to thinking, media 

 


