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Biology> Big idea BCL: The cellular basis of life > Topic BCL2: From cells to organ systems 

Key concept (age 11-14) 
BCL2.1: Working together – cells, tissues and organ systems 

 
Progression toolkit: Working together – cells, tissues and organ systems 

Learning focus  The cells of multicellular organisms are organised into tissues, organs 
and organ systems that work together to keep the cells alive. 

      

As students’ 
conceptual 
understanding 
progresses they 
can: 

 

Recall that multicellular 
organisms have different 
parts with different 
functions. 

 

Recall that the parts of a 
multicellular organism are 
made up of cells. 

Explain what cells must be 
supplied with in order to 
stay alive. 

Distinguish between cells, 
tissues, organs and organ 
systems. 

Apply the idea that life in 
multicellular organisms 
depends upon tissues, 
organs and organ systems 
working together to keep 
the cells alive. 

      
Diagnostic 
questions 

Body parts 

Body cells Animal cell needs Cells, tissues and organs Brain cell 

Where is it? 

      
Response  
activities 

Draw what’s inside you  What do cells need? 
Talking about cells, tissues 

and organs 
 

 
Key: 

 
Prior understanding from earlier stages of learning 

 
Bridge to later stages of learning 
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C O N C E P T U A L   P R O G R E S S I O N  



PREVIEW 

Developed by the University of York Science Education Group and the Salters’ Institute. 2 
This document may have been edited. Download the original from www.BestEvidenceScienceTeaching.org 
© University of York Science Education Group. Distributed under a Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial (CC BY-NC) license. 

Body parts Where is it? Body cells Animal cell needs Cells, tissues and organs 

     
Two-tier multiple choice Simple multiple choice Simple multiple choice Linking ideas Confidence grid 

Brain cell Draw what’s inside you What do cells need? 
Talking about cells, tissues 

and organs 
 

    

 

Two-tier multiple choice Drawing, discussion Discussion, card-sort Talking heads, discussion  
 


