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TASK:

In this task you will be finding out about current threats facing heathland habitats.  
Question 1:

Use the web resources listed below to produce a summary table of the activities that you think are currently threatening heathland habitats.  In each case make a note of what the threat is and how it threatens the heathland habitat (i.e., what are its impacts on heathland extent, and heathland ecology – flora and fauna).  

Material type: Web based resources
· Websites summarising some current threats to heathland habitats:
· http://www.southdowns.gov.uk/learning/themes-to-study/habitats/heathland/threats-to-heathland
· http://jncc.defra.gov.uk/page-5942
· Report on the impacts of acid and nitrogen deposition on Lowland Heath:

· http://ukreate.defra.gov.uk/PDFs/Leaflets/Lowland%20heath.pdf
· Video footage discussing damage to heathland sites:

· http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-13721441 
· http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/science-environment-13836059
Question 2:

Look at the graph “Heathland Status – The condition of lowland heathland sites designated as SSSI or SAC” and answer the following questions:

	a.
	Use the internet to find out what ‘SSSI’ and ‘SAC’ stand for.  Which of these designations can be given to sites for their international wildlife importance? 

	b.
	What percentage of heathland SSSI and SAC sites are classified as ‘unfavourable not recovering’ or ‘destroyed or partly destroyed’?
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