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NOCTURNAL ANIMALS – Teachers’ Notes
Who is it for? 

5-7 year olds

How long will it take?
The activity is ideal as a 1 hour session.
Learning outcomes:   Students will learn what nocturnal means, and how nocturnal animals use their senses to find their way around their habitat in the dark.
What do you need? 

· Interactive whiteboard or projector

· Computer to connect to whiteboard or projector, with speakers
· ARKive’s Nocturnal Animals classroom presentation (PowerPoint)
· 10 numbered drawstring bags (a dark colour is best to prevent seeing what is inside)
· 10 mystery objects for touch activity
· Set of 10 sounds for hearing activity
· Nocturnal Animals worksheets – one per group is sufficient (can be printed double sided to save paper).
Summary:
This hands-on activity is designed to teach 5-7 year olds about nocturnal animals and the senses they employ to navigate life in the dark. As humans, we rely heavily upon our sense of sight, so in this module we explore the ways other animals have become adapted to life where light is less readily available.
The first activity involves using a number of small drawstring bags, each containing a mystery object. Students are encouraged to engage their sense of touch in order to describe and identify each mystery object without looking inside the bags. Students then discuss what they can feel in the bags using adjectives to describe the texture, weight and shape of the mystery object.
For the second activity, students listen to sound recordings of different animals and try to match the sounds to the images of animals on the worksheet. In both activities, students have their eyes shut to encourage them to rely solely on their other senses to identify the objects and sounds.
Preparation guidelines:
1. Read through the instructions to make sure you understand the activity.
2. Download the Nocturnal Animals PowerPoint presentation.

3. Download and print out the Nocturnal animals worksheets for the class (these can be printed double sided to save paper)
4. Collect 10 mystery objects to place inside the bags.
5. Locate and fill your 10 bags for the touch activity and make sure each bag is numbered. 

6. Suggested objects – sponge, key, clothes peg, tin foil, golf ball, shuttlecock, tennis ball, bubble wrap, small cuddly toy, pine cone, paintbrush, shell, zipper.
How to run the session:

1. Begin by introducing the theme of the session, nocturnal animals, and explore what the students already know about the topic by working through the Nocturnal Animals PowerPoint presentation. See slide notes on the PowerPoint presentation for further guidance and information.

2. Feely bag activity – Assemble the class into groups of three (for a class of 30) and give each student a Nocturnal animals worksheet. Give each group one numbered bag and make sure they write down which number bag they have on their worksheet.
3. Tell them to each feel inside the bag with their eyes closed and write down words that describe how the object feels (leaving the suggestions from the PowerPoint on the board), and to guess what they think the object is.
4. After a couple of minutes with the first bag, move the bags around to different groups, making sure they write down the number of the next bag they receive to avoid getting the same bag twice. Repeat until each group has had turns with at least 5 different bags.
5. Go through the groups answers as a whole class. Either go through each number and ask which groups felt inside that bag, or give the class clues as to what was inside each bag and get them to say what was inside. Then ask them to describe how each object felt.
6. Name the sound activity – make sure each student has the hearing worksheet. Play each sound making sure you announce the number as you play it. Students then write down a number next to which animal they think the sound is.
7. Summarise the lesson by asking what the students remember about nocturnal animals, and to name some examples from the lesson.
Suggestions for extension activities:
· Direction of sound activity. Get the students to stand in a circle in the room with their eyes closed. Stand on the outside of the circle and clap twice, and then get them to point in the direction that they think the sound came from. Repeat the activity by moving to different positions around the room. You can also try repeating the activity but getting the students to cover one of their ears with one hand and see if it alters their perception of the direction of sound. This links to how owls hear (e.g. the barn owl), as their ears are in slightly different positions on each side of their head, which helps them carefully locate the direction of sounds made by prey.
· Smell activity. Get a number of different objects and place them in separate containers with small holes in the lid (so the objects cannot be seen). Make the students close their eyes and smell each of the objects, write down what it smells like, and guess what it might be. Suggested objects – mint leaves, orange, lemon, sun cream, grass, chocolate. Important Note: Make sure to check the students do not have any allergies before running this activity.
