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ARKIVE SCHOOL MUSEUM FOR 11-14 YEAR OLDS 
Teachers’ Notes

Who is it for?
    11-14 year olds 

How long will it take?      This project is designed to take a minimum of four, one hour classroom sessions but can be extended to incorporate multiple topics.

Learning outcomes:
Students will learn what an endangered species is and why species     become endangered. By learning about a species of their choice in greater detail, students are transformed into species experts and practice communication skills by sharing their knowledge with friends and family.
What do you need? 

· Interactive whiteboard or projector

· Computer to connect to whiteboard
· ARKive School Museum for 11-14 year olds Classroom Presentation
· ARKive School Museum for 11-14 year olds Teachers’ Notes

· ARKive School Museum for 11-14 year olds Exploring Endangered Species Worksheet
· Opposable Thumbs Classroom Presentation

· Opposable Thumbs Teachers’ Notes

· Opposable Thumbs Worksheet

· Various art and craft supplies to create student exhibitions
· Access to a computer lab for student species research in Session 1 
· Optional museum extension activity materials
Summary:

The following series of activities teaches students about endangered species around the world, factors that contribute to species becoming threatened with extinction and the importance of communicating the consequences of species loss to the greater community. Students explore ARKive, choose a threatened species to learn about in detail and discover interesting biological facts about the species. Then, through the creation of interactive museum exhibits based on these biological facts, students share their knowledge with the wider community by hosting an ARKive School Museum.  
Preparation guidelines:

1. Download the above classroom materials from ARKive Education.
2. Read through these notes to learn how an ARKive School Museum can be used to teach students about endangered species through the creation of their own exhibits. 
3. Decide which activities you are going to run with your class depending on your class level and abilities. You can incorporate other ARKive Education teaching resources within the framework of an ARKive School Museum to teach other key biological concepts. Gather the appropriate materials.  

4. Identify the best location for the museum in your school, whether it’s on your classroom walls or in a larger space such as the hallways or gymnasium. Decide on the grand opening date.

How to run the sessions:

Session 1: Introducing the ARKive School Museum
Guide students through the ARKive School Museum Classroom Presentation which introduces the topic of endangered species and explains the concept of an ARKive School Museum. Explain that students are going to teach others about endangered species by creating a museum with interactive exhibits in their school. Notes to guide discussion can be found in the slide notes of the Classroom Presentation. 
If a computer lab is available, students then use the ARKive website and Exploring Endangered Species worksheet to research the endangered species they will feature in the museum, including species found in the region they live in. For homework, students will choose the final species for their exhibit and brainstorm interactive museum ideas. Some additional ideas for museum exhibits include:
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Session 2: Students choose species and plan their exhibits
Using the Opposable Thumbs Classroom Presentation and Worksheet (download separately from the ARKive School Museum at www.arkive.org/education), guide students through the lesson which showcases an interactive and fun exhibit that highlights interesting facts about species with opposable thumbs. To conclude this session, students should decide on their final exhibit idea that they would like to create for the ARKive School Museum. 
Optional activity: For an additional activity geared towards teaching students why museums are effective learning environments, download the Learning About Museum Design Classroom Presentation and Worksheet.
Session 3: Creating endangered species exhibits

Students share their final exhibit ideas in the classroom and after any tweaks by the teacher, get started creating their exhibits. Depending upon the students’ capabilities and the complexity of their exhibits, additional adult supervision may be required. 
Optional activity: For an additional activity that encourages further brainstorming and conceptualizing of interactive exhibit ideas, students can participate in the Visualizing Your ARKive School Museum Classroom Presentation and Worksheet. 
If possible, organize a field trip to a local natural history museum for students to experience exhibits and successful museum layouts. Students should pay close attention to interactive exhibit design, which exhibits they liked best, and why and how the layout supports learning for a variety of visitors.
Session 4: Hosting 

Open the ARKive School Museum to the wider school, family, friends and the wider community. Encourage students to share their new knowledge of endangered species by guiding people through their exhibits.
Optional activity: If appropriate, students can write thank you notes to the VIPs, school administrators, staff, and volunteers who visited the museum. 
* Remember to recycle or reuse as many materials as possible when dismantling the museum. 
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