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LEARNING ABOUT MUSEUM DESIGN
Worksheet
Name: _______________________



Date: ____________________

Directions: Compare the elements that characterize a human-made environment versus a natural environment to understand how to design an ARKive School Museum. Put a check mark in the correct column if you spot a design element.  


Classroom
How people move:







Yes
No

Is there enough space for students to move around the classroom?

How items are positioned in the room:


Are classroom materials at eye level?



Above eye level?



Below eye level?


Are you allowed to touch the materials?


Are similar items grouped together like books or pencils?


Are some items in a special place, such as books in a bookcase?

Presence of technology:


Are there computers or a smart board in the room?


Are there speakers with sound in the room?




Signs:


Are there posters or pictures hung in the room?

Can you spot any signs such as a title for a bulletin board?


Are there any maps in the room?



Do they have a title?

Colors:


Do certain colors in the room draw your attention more?


Which colors do you notice first and why?


Answer:

Your species: _______________________________________________
Think back to what you have learned about the species you are featuring in your ARKive School Museum exhibit to answer the questions below. Then think about how you would feature that information in the design of your exhibit.
	Question


	How can you highlight this information in your exhibit?

	Does it live alone? Or in a group?
	

	How does it change from birth to adulthood? Does it change shape, size, color, etc.?

	

	What food does it eat? Does it prey on other species? What predators like to eat it?


	

	What time of day or night is it most active? Does it hibernate during part of the year?

	

	In which part of the world does it live? Describe the location and climate (temperature, rainfall etc.)

	

	Describe its habitat. For example, where is it located: underground, above ground, and/or in the air? 

	

	Are there non-living components that your species needs to survive such as rocks, sand, snow etc.? Describe the colors and textures found in its habitat. 

	

	Which living organisms in your species’ ecosystem are essential for the survival of your species?
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